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GRADY-WHITE
CANYON 326

Able to fish hard, ruggedly built and outfitted luxuriously, this
new Grady-White model excels on multiple fronts.

We think half the people who buy fishing boats just enjoy the macho look.
Grady-White gets that. But don’t think boats such as the Canyon 326 are not
tournament-ready fishing machines as well as luxurious.

The helm is wide and protected by an even wider hardtop supported by a
color-matched superstructure that hugs the helm, making fore and aft pas-
sage easy. Triple bucket seats with footrests, armrests and flip-up bolsters
accommodate riders of any size, who are protected from the weather by an
aircraft-quality acrylic windshield. Each of the three helm seats adjust fore
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and aft for comfort and optimum visibility.

Forward seating options include a lounge on the front of the
console, and a pair of forward lounges complete with foldaway
seatbacks, enabling comfortable forward-facing reclining. The
cushions can be stowed when fishing action is apt to fill the bow.

Inthe cockpit, a double couch folds out of the transom, converting
coaming bolsters to seating. It does so easily too, without requiring
you to reach over or fumble with latches. It snaps away just as easily.

SCAN ME

To watch our performance video of
the Grady-White Canyon 326, scan
this tag or visit boatingmag.com/3182.

Want the cockpit shaded? Press abutton and out slides Grady’s
SureShade ($9,085) for sun protection. The top is specially de-
signed to enclose the shade in its sleek structure. The hardtop
underside can be color-matched to your hull, but some prefer
to keep it Grady’s standard hull color to more closely match the
superstructure, hatches and speaker covers.

Technologyis king today, and Grady nods to itby ensuring there
is enough dash space to accommodate two or three GPS displays.
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Our test boat was equipped with two large
and optional Garmin units, and they were
equipped with chirp, DownVu and SideVu
sonar for maximum fish-finding capability.
Grady-White can install your audio system
at the factory, and on our test boat it did so
with Fusion equipment. Thanks to the sys-
tem’s digital signal processing, the sound
is clear, sweet and heart-throbbing at any
speed. A small cubby near the helm can hold
smartphones, and two USB ports inside it
provide charging and audio connectivity.
LED lighting helps you find the slots in the
early morning hours.

Even more technology awaited us in our
test boat, thanks to Yamaha’s power op-
tions. First, the dual 300 hp motors provid-
ed ample power and exciting speed. They
trolled nicely as well. Yamaha'’s optional
Helm Master joystick steering ($20,550)
offers Set Point and Drift Point features
in addition to easy docking in tight spaces.
Set Point holds the boat in a specific place,
and Drift Point keeps the boat in a constant
heading, allowing it to drift with the wind

Grady’s uniquely
designed hardtop with
its integrated SureShade
protects the cockpit from
the sun while fishing or
beachcombing.

or current. Not enough buttons to push for
you? Then you can use Grady’s optional
bow thruster ($7,500). Helm Master steer-
ing and a bow thruster are nice to have, but
we also noted the 326 was well-behaved in
close quarters using just the throttles in for-
ward and reverse as the situation demands.
Regulator Boats also offers Yamaha pro-
pulsion and accessories, and it’s natural to
compare the Grady with its 31 ($339,995
base with 300 hp Yamaha outboards). In
spite of the model number, the boat checks
in at 31 feet, 4 inches before the outboard
bracket, and has a beam of 10 feet, 4 inches
compared to the Grady’s 10 feet, 9 inches,
making the footprints similar. Also builtin
North Carolina, Regulator’s rugged reputa-
tion boasts less brightwork but no less lux-
ury, with asimilar list of available options.
Yet beneath Grady’s skipper-pleasing
technology are creature comforts trimmed
in brightwork. A large changing room,
flushing head and freshwater shower plus
battery switches are below, along with
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easy access to helm-station electronics. A
number of storage cabinets are also handy.

Topside again, behind the triple bucket
helm seats, are afreshwater sink, cooler and
an optional electric refrigerator ($2,570).
So far, sunset cruisers, beachcombers and
sightseers are happy, but here’s where
Grady sets the hook on fishermen.

There are eight gunwale rod holders on
each side, and a shotgun rod holder is avail-
able in the transom, along with plenty of
undergunwale storage and rocket launch-
ers, and even four tuna-stick stands in the
console for locking those extra-expensive
machines away. And the hardtop is ready to
receive optional outriggers. Altogether, we
found 24 rod holders onboard. The option-
al tow pylon can take the place of a shotgun
rod holder if preferred.

Live bait is kept in a standard 32-gallon
livewell on the transom, and the ice box on
theleaning-post station can be converted to
a 38-gallon baitwell too. Tackle-box storage
under the livewell (or ice box, per request)
makes the console a prep station for fishing
rigs, and the freshwater sink assists.

When your gaff man tucks his toesunder
the gunwale railing and sticks that whop-
per, you can choose to pull it in through
the transom tuna door or the portside dive
door. The sunbathers aboard may just drop
theirlotion and pick up fishing rods of their
own. —Randy Vance

_SPEED.
rpm knots mph
1000 6.6 1.7
1500 70 81
2000 81 94
2500 1.2 129
3000 196 225
3500 243 280
BOATING 4000 284 327
CERTIFIED 4500 326 375
5000 36.1 46
TEST 5500 395 45.4
6000 423 a87
RESULTS

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED

High Points
P Transom door, portside boarding door and
removable dive ladder are all handy.

P Transom fish box is deep and long for
wahoo, mahi, tuna and kings.

P Remote seacock levers—a Grady
specialty—are easy to reach and operate.

Low Points

P Grady doesn't factory-install navigation
electronics, but that does leave the owner
with more brand options.

P Dive-door ladder is sturdy and useful, but a
little awkward to install.

- LOA: 331" - BEAM: 10'9" - DRAFT (MAX): 20"

- DISPLACEMENT: 8,500 Lb. (without engines)

- TRANSOM DEADRISE: 20 degrees - BRIDGE
CLEARANCE: 9'5" - FUEL CAPACITY: 327 gal. - MAX
HORSEPOWER: 700 - AVAILABLE POWER: Twin
Yamaha outboards 300 to 350 hp

Price: $306,945
(base including test
power and Helm
Master joystick)

AVAILABLE POWER:

OUTBOARD

HOW WE TESTED

ENGINES: TWIN YAMAHA F300 DRIVE/PROPS:
OUTBOARD/YAMAHA SWS I1 SDS 15%" X 17"
3-BLADE STAINLESS STEEL GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1
FUEL LOAD: 160 GAL. CREW WEIGHT: 400 LB.

GRADY-WHITE BOATS
Greenville, North Carolina; 252-752-2111; gradywhite.com

EFFICIENCY OPERATION
“naut.  stat. n.mi. s mi. " sound
mpg mpg range range angle level
30 35 8893 10234 0 69
16 19 4817 5544 17N
12 13 3016 3931 3 74
10 12 2072 3420 5 19 4
15 18 4531 5214 5 8 3
14 16 4112 asa7 a 9 3
12 14 3584 4124 3 89 E
11 13 3318 3819 3 9 |
10 1.2 3084 3549 3 93 g
08 10 2651 3051 3 93 g
08 09 244 2778 0 9 3]
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