


Captain's Report 

By Capt. Steve Larivee 

-

-- ���e� f - .:� 

�"T�-:�: � -�z:K-.: _ �:�=-���: 
A great performer for Grady-White Just became better with a refreshed version of the Freedom 

285. 

Overview 

\!\Tith the dual console lineup of Grady-White boats being 9 models 

strong, there was no better model to re-engineer than the Freedom 

285. In addition to building new models, this is a company that 

constantly strives to improve and revamp its existing boats to enhance 

the boating experience we so love. Lessons learned and the voice of the 

customer were combined to make this popular dual console better than 

ever. 

This version is more ergonomic throughout and that manifests itself right 

upon boarding with the folding cockpit step that retracts into the 

bulwarks. Elsewhere storage has been enhanced to accommodate a boat­

load of gear for however many people will be joining in on the trip. This 

includes rod storage for 5 rods in the deck, four in rocket launchers in the 

hardtop supports, horizontal storage for 3 under the gunwale and 

lockable storage for 2 more in the head compartment. 
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Even the Inside of the head door gets a fair amount of attention. 

Helm 

The helm is mounted to starboard and, as Grady-White chooses not to be 

in the electronics business, the panel is open and ready to accommodate 

any brand an owner desires. Being redesigned for this model year, the 

panel will now accommodate larger flush mounted displays. The compass 

is center-mounted to the top of the panel. Yamaha's diagnostic screen is 

to the starboard side of the panel, just above the rocker switch panel. To 

port are dual beverage holders with a Fusion Stereo just below. The helm 

is mounted to a tilt base and the wheel includes rubber insert strips to the 

front and back making it easier to grip with wet hands. A stainless 

steering knob is also fitted. An optional bow thruster is offered. An 

extended pod to starboard houses the engine controls. A recess to the 

side bulkhead includes beverage holders and a rocker switch that 

actuates the helm seat's fore and aft adjustment. A Helm Master joystick 

can be added to increase the ease of maneuverability in close quarters. It 

also includes Set Point for holding position at the touch of a button. 


















